Excelosterin

making tomorrow a brighter day

The Magic Seedling

There was something a li+He strange about +he
Seedling that Sarah found 9rowing nex+ +o her
qarden fence - for one +hing i+ was bright pink
and for another i+ was 9rowing £aster than
She could keep up With! Every night i+ qrew a

Metre more!

By the end of the week i+ was like Jack’s
Beanstalk: i+ had grown high above the
roof+ops and disappeared into t+he clouds!
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Sarah stood in the 9garden one
morning and stared up at the
enormous pink plant who's +op was
quite out of Sight. LitHe nodules
sprouted from i+s stem like J ’
footholds - i+ Was just asking +o

be climbed! So Sarah, wondering

what Might be at t+he top, did jus+

that.

Up and up she climbed, right up +through +he damp, cold
clouds and s+ill +he plant +owered above her, +he +op
nowhere in Sight. When she finally emerqed +hrough the
clouds, she saw a beautiful 9olden Flower glitt+ering in
+he bright sunshine.
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"That 10oks like real 901d!” Thought Sarah. "l could
pick i+ up now and 90 back home and | would be rich p—
beyond my wildes+ dreams!” But Sarah was curious and ” \\
the adventurous type... and the plant still stretched
high above her. Taking one more
glance at t+he qolden Flower,
Sarah decided +o leave i+ Where i+
was and carried on climbing un+il T

She reached the pink, feathery
top of the plant.

when she found t+hat she could
Step right of+ the plant and
onto the cloud surrounding i+.
She had expected there +o be a
9rand castle +00, but something
quite different appeared out of
the mist +o 9greet her instead.

She was hot really very Surprised \

I+ was clearly a Wizard. He wore a splendid cloak in a
deep Midnight blue covered with 9olden stars, and a +all
blue conical hat +o match.

They stared at each other for what seemed like an
awfully long time, until finally +he Wizard said, "Have *
you anything in your pocke+?”
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N... Not much”, Sarah replied hervously, remembering
+he 9qolden Flower she had been so +empted +o pick up.
The wizard se+ about looking
in her pockets, and found a
handkerchief, a bouncing ball and
small qummy bears she had +aken
from the sweet jar in the kitchen
+his morning whils+ her Mum wasn+
looking.

"No qolden flower?” Asked the
Wizard.

Sarah shook her head, "oh dear”, she
thought, "was | supposed +o bring +hat with me?” But +o
her surprise the Wizard laughed delightedly.

"Splendid!” He said. "That's why you are +he only person +o
have ever reached the +op of the plant. Everyone else who
has climbed i+ has always stopped +o pick +he 9olden Flower
and +aken i+ home. Not+ +hat i+ did them any 900d, for as
sooh as their feet touched the 9round at +he bottom, i+
turned +o dust.”
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"At 1ast | have met someone Who's natural curiosity is qreater +than
their qreed!”

The Wizard +hen +ook a small wooden boy From
his pocket and handed i+ +o Sarah. "Inside +his
boy is another seed. Plant i+ and ook after i+
carefully, and i+ will Sooh 9row +o be as +all

as a sunFlower and will bloom all year round.
Don’t give i+ any water, i+
doesn’+ need any but clean t+he leaves requiariy
With Metal polish, and sing a lullaby +o i+ each
night.”

Sarah thanked +he Wizard and waved 9oodbye,
before +urning and quickly climbing back down
the plant. Once she reached +he bottom, she did
exacHy what +he Wizard had said, and planted

the hew Seed in the garden by +he Fence. Before
long, a small, bright pink shoot+ had appeared, and
Sarah patiently cleaned i+S leaves and sang +o i+
every Night+ before bed.

Would you believe i+? By +he end oF the summer,
Sarah had picked bunch af+er bunch of pure
N 9olden Flowers, and had everything she could
have ever dream+ of - all because she hadn’+
been 9reedy.




